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New York residents have a large selection of Christmas trees and greens 
from both native forests and Christmas tree plantations. There are a great 
many species to choose from, but only a few are commercially important 
These will be discussed in the bulletin. 

Selecting a Tree 
Personal tastes vary. In general, though, the ideal Christmas tree must 
have: 
1. good needle holding ability 
2. attractive color 
3. a full or “bushy” appearance 
4. a conical symmetrical shape 
5. a pleasing fragrance 
6. been reasonably recently cut 
7. sturdy enough branches to hold ornaments and gifts 
8. reasonable ability to resist ignition. 

Christmas trees fall into two groups: (1) the short-needled group: jun 
pers, spruce and firs; and (2) the long-needled group: pines. Yours is the 
choice to make— both are common. 

Table 1. Some Characteristics of Common Christmas Trees. 
| Fir Pine Spruce 


Douglas | Balsam || Austrian |Red | Scotch | White || White | Norway | Blue 


Needle Holding A Sot D | c 


(without water) * 
Needle Holding A | Aj |B 
(with water) * i 
i 
Firmness of B | B | a BiA 
Branches 
A A | B/B/B/ B/B 
Fragrance 
Resistance to B | B | B 
Ignition* * 


© Under room conditions 
°° A—Greatest resistance 


Aids in Identifying Your Christmas Tree 
Of the conifers grown in New York only one, hemlock, is unsuitable for 
Christmas use. The needles drop almost as soon as the tree is cut, and the 
branches are much too limber to hold ornaments or lights. The following 
key will help you unlock the mystery of the name of the tree you are selecting. 
Look at a branch and follow the “key” below. The characteristics of the 
branch should fit only one of the several choices with the same letter. 


A. Leaves awl-shaped or scale-like Junipers ov cedars 
A. Leaves needle-like . . . see B 


B. Needles single . . . see E 


B. Needles 2 or 5 in cluster. . . see © 
C. Needles 5 in cluster... white pine 
C. Needles 2 in cluster . . . see D 


D. Needles 4-6” long, flexible, break when bent with round side 
out... red pine 
D. Needles 3”-6” long, stout and sharp. dull luster, bud promin- 
ent, wooly . . . Austrian pine 
D. Needles 14”-3” long, stout and twisted, usually blue-green |. . 
Scotch pine 
E. Needles square or diamond-shaped in cross-section . . . spruces 
E. Needles flat 4-14” long . . . see F 
F. Buds blunt, waxy needles 3”-14” with white lines beneath . | . 
balsam fir, or other true fir. 


F. Buds sharp, red-brown, needles 3”-13” without lines... Douglas 


fir. 
F. Buds minute, twigs slender, needles 3-3” blunt, stalked, 2 lines 


beneath... Hemlock 


Part of the joy of the yule season can be the selection and the cutting of 
the tree. Fortunately this is more possible now than a few decades ago, 
since there are many Christmas tree farmers willing to cater to the desires of 
the purchaser. Even if it is not possible to cut the tree yourself, the Christ- 
mas tree farmer has a good selection of fresh cut trees at his roadside stand 
or tree farm. Such facilities assure you of fresh trees rather than trees that 


have been cut for weeks and shipped long distances. 


Care of the Tree 

Following a few simple rules will help maintain the color and reduce 
needle fall of all kinds of trees. Properly treated the tree will keep its mois- 
ture and remain more resistant to fire. 

When you bring your tree home, stand it in a bucket of water outdoors 
or in a cool place, not exposed to the sun or drying winds. Snow and rain 
will not harm the tree, but heating it may cause the needles to drop quickly. 

When you bring the tree in for decoration, make a fresh slanting cut 
across the trunk at least an inch above the old cut to allow the tree to absorb 
water. Place the tree in a container of water, or in a Christmas tree stand 
that has a reservoir for water. Remember: a tree in a warm room will absorb 
up to a quart of water a day, so keep the reservor filled. 

Place your tree in the coolest part of the room away from the fireplace, 
radiators, air ducts or TV sets which would tend to dry out the needles. 

The United States Forest Products Laboratory at Madison, Wisconsin, has 
tested many methods of treating Christmas trees with fire retardant chemicals 
with little success. Cornell research concludes that the best way to reduce 
the fire hazard in Christmas trees is to keep the tree standing in water, This 
also reduces the needle fall. Many sprays actually were found to increase the 
fire hazard since they reduced water intake. 

If you feel that a fire retardent must be applied, the U. S. Forest Service, 
United States Department of Agriculture recommends using 9 parts by 
volume of sodium silicate (waterglass) in 1 part of water which contains 
1 teaspoon of wetting agent (any household detergent) per quart. This 
should be mixed well. The solution should be applied in a heavy coating 
to reduce fire hazard. One coat reduces flame spread; two coats are much 
more effective. Application may be by dipping or spraying. If the spray 
method 1s used, thin the mixture with 1 or 2 parts of water and double the 
applications. A sprayer such as paint, insecticide or vacuum cleaner sprayer 
may be used. Care must be taken to assure complete coverage. When the 
solution drys it produces a shiny, transparent, colorless coating which does 
not affect the color of the needles. 


Christmas Decorations of Greens 

The same standards which apply to Christmas trees apply equally well to 
conifer branches used for decorations. The decorations may be used either 
outdoors or indoors. 

Outdoor decorations may be selected less carefully since they may be 
placed in moist soil in window boxes or tubs. Wreaths on doors or win- 
dows will probably not dry out as quickly as similar decorations within the 
house, so needle drop is of less importance. 


Indoor decorations must be handled more carefully. When they are to be 
used near flames or candles or in decorations involving electric lights, it is 
advisable to use greens treated with the waterglass solution recommended 
above. Placing the decorations in moist soil or moss in a container where 
they can absorb water will keep them fresh longer. Here, too, fresh cuts on 
the stem, or splitting the stem slightly will aid in water intake. 


Keep Your Tree Fresh and Safe 


1. Buy the freshest tree you can, one cut within a week if possible. A 
freshly cut tree is by far the safest—and most attractive. 

2. Cut off at least an inch of the trunk, diagonally. Place the tree in 
water and keep it watered while in the house. 

3. Use a tree stand which not only holds water, but which is large 
enough to hold the tree securely and resist tipping. 

4. Keep the tree in the coolest part of the room, if possible; at least, 
keep it away from fireplaces, radiators, TV sets, and anything else 
which would dry the needles. 

5. Keep candles away from the tree. 

6. Before stringing, check all Christmas tree lights for loose connections 
or bare wires. 

7. Use fireproof decorations and light reflectors, and keep tinsel out of 
light sockets. 

8. Avoid overloading lighting circuits. 

9. Unplug the lights when leaving the room—if only for 10 minutes. 
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